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Overview 
California approved Assembly Bill No. 798, the College Textbook Affordability 

Act of 2015 in response to study results revealing that the majority of today's 
students chose majors/courses based on instructional material cost.  The Bill's 
objective was to reduce costs for college students by encouraging faculty 
participation in the transition to lower cost and high-quality open 

educational resources. OER empowers educators to create and share high-

quality materials that will increase student access and success. A Virginia 

community college program utilizing OER, the Z-Degree (zero-textbook-cost 

degree/certificates), found a significant increase in student success and 

retention rates while cutting textbook costs by 20 – 30%, all within just one 

year of OER adoption (Hewlett Foundation, 2015).  SBVC offered 58 OER 
sections during the fall 2017 semester and has recently been awarded an 
OER grant to establish an OER Degree. 

Methodology/Process 

The Textbook Affordability Campus Coordinator and Office of Research, 

Planning and Institutional Effectiveness created a 12 question survey to assist 
the OER Committee in identifying the level of faculty awareness, usage, and 

perception of OER.  The survey was disseminated to contract and adjunct 

faculty members via email. Fifty-six faculty members responded (62.5% 
contract, 37.5% adjunct). The survey findings are presented below.

Findings 

Faculty Familiarity and Usage

Fifty-four percent of responders were confident in their ability to identify the 
difference between fair use and Creative Commons open license materials. 
Thirty percent were confident in knowing the difference between six Creative 
Commons open user rights. Forty-three percent have accessed the SBVC OER 
website or other OER modules to examine OER within their discipline.          
Fifty percent have been using OER in one or more of their classes.

Seventy-five percent of faculty were aware of the new SB-1359 legislation 
that requires CCC and CSU campuses to identify the class sections in which 
faculty use properly licensed digital materials resulting in zero textbook costs 
for students.

Student Benefits and Obstacles
Faculty using OER believed the top three benefits were student savings on 
textbook costs (86%), student access to required materials from the first day 
of class (61%), and increased student success (32%). The benefits definitely 
outweighed the obstacles as seen in the low percentages, but the number 
one faculty concern (42%) was that students did not actively engage with 
OER materials. The only other major concern (18%) was that print versions of 
OER were not as robust as digital OER. 

OER Faculty Adoption
Of the 56 respondents, 29% said they will be adopting OER in one or more 
classes during 2018-19. Thirty-seven percent said they will not be using it, and 
34% are unsure. 

Students’ Financial Aid Summary 

During the 2016-17 academic 
year, the majority (76%) of SBVC
students received some form of
financial aid. Of these students, 
74% received the California 
College Promise Grant (formerly 
the Board of Governors Fee
Waiver that waives the per-unit 
enrollment fee).

2016-17 Academic Year

 

Student Benefits of OER 

 Significant Cost Savings

 Access

 Flexibility

 Improved Completion Rates

OER provides access to a variety 
of quality learning materials 
while providing flexibility for all 
learning styles. 

Types of OER 

 Open Courses (e.g. Open Yale
Courses, Webcast. Berkeley)

 Textbooks

 E-Books/Journals

 Videos

 Video lectures/tutorials

 Infographics

 Audio podcasts

 Interactive games/simulations

 Tests/quizzes

 Class presentations

 Images

 Wikimedia Commons

 Interactive Simulations

 Software

Financial Aid Student Count Percentage

SBVC Total 13,400 76.0%

CA Promise 13,046 73.5%

Grants 5,044 28.4%

Loans 35 0.2%

Scholarship 81 0.5%

Work Study 120 0.7%
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OER Faculty Adoption continued
The top support services from which faculty felt they would benefit during OER adoption were faculty stipends 
to support OER professional development beyond Flex obligations and online professional development OER 
opportunities.
The greatest obstacles faculty believed would prevent OER adoption were a lack of supplemental materials 
such as test bank, lectures, and assignments, etc. and not enough time to curate/adopt OER.




