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Do not assume if a print or online website, e-book, pamphlet, handout, etc. 

does not have a copyright symbol that it is an open educational resource. Any 

intellectual content including literature, music, and visual art is automatically 

copyrighted when created, published or reproduced in some form. 

Copyrighted materials are not open educational resources. 

 

Fair Use of copyright content is not OER. Educators have limited rights to 

use copyrighted works without consent per the U.S. copyright laws but this 

does not turn content into an open educational resources.  

 

Public Domain is OER. Intellectual content whose copyright has expired can 

be used as an open educational resource.  

 

Works created by the federal government are considered public domain and 

therefore can be used openly without any restrictions or limits. Examples 

include U.S. Census, CDC, NIH, UCR, BLS, etc.  

 

Institutionally licensed campus materials such as library databases that all 

students enrolled in the course have access to use are open educational 

resources.  

 

Creative Commons openly licensed content give users permission and 

conditions of use. Creators retain copyrights and Creative Commons openly 

licensed content can be used as open educational resources.  

 

 

 

 

 

These are the four different Creative Commons open symbols which are 

combined six different ways and determine conditions of use.  

 

Retain-Reuse-Revise-Remix-Redistribute 

 

For information on how to make attributions go to: goo.gl/q4lgYO  

 



Six Different Open Licenses  
creativecommons.org/licenses 

 
Allows users to copy, distribute, remix, revise, and build upon original 

work even for commercial purposes as long as attribution is given for 

the original content. This is the most open license.  

CC-BY  

 

Allows users to copy, distribute, remix, revise, and build upon original 

work but not for commercial purposes as long as attribution is given for 

the original content.  

CC-BY-NC  
 

Allows users to copy, distribute, remix, revise, and build upon original 

work even for commercial purposes, as long as attribution is given for 

the original content. Any new work based on the original content is 

required to carry this same open license and any future uses and 

modification of original work by others is required to use this same 

open license. Wikipedia content is CC-BY-SA.  

CC-BY-SA (Share Alike) 

 

Allows users to copy, distribute, remix, revise, and build upon original 

work but not for commercial purposes, as long as attribution is given 

for the original content. Any new work based on the original content is 

required to carry this same open license and any future uses and 

modification of original work by others is required to use this same 

open license.  

CC-BY-NC-SA (Share Alike Non-Commercially)  

 

Allows users to copy and distribute original work for both commercial 

and non-commercial purposes as long as it is passed along unchanged 

and in whole with attribution to content creator.   

CC-BY-ND (Non-Derivative)  

 

Allows users to copy and distribute original work for only non-

commercial purposes as long as it is passed along unchanged and in 

whole with attribution to content creator. This license is the most 

restrictive of the six open licenses.   

CC-BY-NC-ND (Non-Derivative and Non-Commercial)  
 

     CC-BY-NC, This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non-Commercial 4.0 International License. 


