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Overview 

CA Assembly Bill No. 798, the College Textbook Affordability Act of 2015, was 

created to reduce costs for college students by encouraging faculty to 

transition to lower cost and high-quality open educational resources. 

Centered on the belief that education is strengthened when shared openly, 

OER empowers educators to create and share high-quality materials 

designed to increase student access and success. The 2014 Student Public 

Interest Research Group study revealed that many students base course 

selection on textbook price.  A Virginia community college program utilizing 

OER developed the innovative  Z-Degree (zero-textbook-cost 

degree/certificates), and after only one year of implementation, their 

students demonstrated a significant increase in success and retention rates 

and a reduction in withdrawal rates while simultaneously reducing their 

textbook costs by 20 – 30% (Hewlett Foundation, 2015).  

Methodology/Process 

The Textbook Affordability Campus Coordinator and Office of Research, 

Planning and Institutional Effectiveness created a 9-question survey for 

students currently using OER in at least one of their classes.  One-hundred 

and eleven students responded to the online survey. 

Findings 

Financial Concerns  

Seventy-two percent of the respondents used financial aid to purchase 

some of their textbooks during spring semester. Textbook price was an 

obstacle for many of the survey respondents. Fifty-one percent purchased 

the required book(s) later in the semester than advised, and 43% did not 

purchase the textbook(s) at all. Eighteen percent believe they earned a 

poor grade because they did not purchase the required textbook(s). Thirty 

percent took fewer courses if textbook prices were too high, and 17% 

dropped a course because they could not afford the required book(s).  

Textbook Sources 

The majority of students (59%) purchased or accessed their textbooks online; 

whereas, only 17% purchased or rented from the campus bookstore, and 3% 

utilized SBVC’s library reserve. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students’ Financial Aid Summary 

The majority (76%) of SBVC 
students receive some form of 
financial aid. Of these students, 
75%received a Board of 
Governors Fee Waiver that 
waives the per-unit enrollment 
fee. Students must maintain 
specific academic standards in 
order to continue receiving aid. 
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Student Benefits of OER 

 Significant Cost Savings 

 Access 

 Flexibility 

 Improved Completion Rates 

 

OER provides access to a variety 
of quality learning materials 
while providing flexibility for all 
learning styles. 

Types of OER 

 Open Courses (e.g. Open Yale 
Courses, Webcast. Berkeley) 

 Textbooks 

 E-Books/Journals 

 Videos 

 Video lectures/tutorials 

 Infographics 

 Audio podcasts 

 Interactive games/simulations 

 Tests/quizzes 

 Class presentations 

 Images 

 Wikimedia Commons 

 Interactive Simulations 

 Software 

 

Financial Aid Student Count Percentage

SBVC Total 13,226 76.6%

BOG Waiver 12,953 75.0%

Grants 5,799 33.6%

Loans 34 0.2%

Scholarship 72 0.4%

Work Study 139 0.8%
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Ease of Use 

Fifty percent of the students believe that free online texts are easier to use than printed textbooks. Nineteen 

percent believed they were not as good as traditional texts, and 28% felt they were about the same.   

 

Sixty percent said free online texts provided better access than traditional printed textbooks. Thirteen percent 

felt they were not as good as traditional textbooks.  

 

Quality 

Ninety percent reported free online texts’ content quality to be the same or better than traditional texts.  

Eighty-four percent preferred the exercises in the free online texts in comparison to traditional printed textbooks. 

 

Eighty-six percent of the students agreed or strongly agreed that the free online textbook(s) and other free 

learning materials supported their learning experience. Only 6% disagreed or strongly disagreed with this.  

 

Eighty-eight percent of students agreed or strongly agreed that the free online textbook(s) and materials 

contributed to their course success. Only 4% disagreed or strongly disagreed with this.  

 

Instructional Method Preference 

E-Textbooks were the preferred instructional material (34%) with traditional paper textbooks second (33%). 

Audio books and podcasts were the least preferred (9%).  

 
 

Student Recommendations for Faculty 

In the last survey question, an open comments section, students were asked what general recommendations 

they would make to faculty considering adopting free online textbooks.   

Ninety-two percent of the responses expressed a recommendation for free online textbooks. The reasons 

included monetary and time savings, easier access, and reduced stress.  

Many students agreed that the convenience of a digital format allows them to access their learning material 

more easily and frequently: “Free online books are a huge help, the ease of not holding a large book and 

being able to have an entire book on my phone or iPad, i can have several books without the added weight… 

we have our phones, lap tops on us on daily, so if the text book is free and online we will use it more often.”  
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