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Overview 

California recently approved Assembly Bill No. 798, the College Textbook 

Affordability Act of 2015.  The objective is to reduce costs for college 

students by encouraging faculty participation in the transition to lower cost 

and high-quality open educational resources. This bill included the creation 

of the Open Educational Resources Adoption Incentive Program to aid in 

meeting this goal (AB798). OER empowers educators to create and share 

high-quality materials that will increase student access and success. A 

Virginia community college program utilizing OER, the Z-Degree (zero-

textbook-cost degree/certificates), found a significant increase in student 

success and retention rates while cutting textbook costs by 20 – 30%, all 

within just one year of OER adoption (Hewlett Foundation, 2015).  

Methodology/Process 

The Textbook Affordability Campus Coordinator and Office of Research, 

Planning and Institutional Effectiveness created a 10 question survey to assist 

the OER Committee in identifying the level of faculty awareness, usage, and 

perception of OER.  The survey was disseminated to 143 contract and 383 

adjunct faculty members via email. Fifty-three faculty members responded 

(10% response rate), of which 57% were full-time and 43% part-time faculty.  

Findings 

Familiarity and Usage 

Forty-five percent of responders were somewhat familiar with OER but were 

unsure how it could replace copyrighted textbooks. Twenty-five percent 

were not familiar with OER, 25% were currently using OER as partial 

supplementation, and 5% used OER exclusively in one or more classes.  
 

The majority of faculty respondents were either not familiar (44%) or not sure if 

they were familiar (26%) with Z-Degree initiatives.  

Concerns – Top Three Possible Barriers for Faculty 

The two major concerns were unfamiliarity with OER resources and lack of 

quality (49% and 43%, respectively). Thirty-nine percent were unsure if there 

would be enough time to research and integrate OER.  Open responses 

shared a concern regarding student access and format (printing, e-

textbooks). 

Concerns – Top Three Possible Barriers for Students 

The majority of faculty (over 55%)believe that digital and printed copy 

access of OER may pose a problem for students.  Fifty-three percent were 

concerned about students’ computer/online competency. The consensus 

was that students would not be receptive to online formats, and they may 

lead to other digital distractions.  

 

 

Students’ Financial Aid Summary 

The majority (76%) of SBVC 
students receive some form of 
financial aid. Of these students, 
75%received a Board of 
Governors Fee Waiver that 
waives the per-unit enrollment 
fee. Students must maintain 
specific academic standards in 
order to continue receiving aid. 

2015-16 Academic Year 

 

 

Student Benefits of OER 

 Significant Cost Savings 

 Access 

 Flexibility 

 Improved Completion Rates 

 

OER provides access to a variety 
of quality learning materials 
while providing flexibility for all 
learning styles. 

Types of OER 

 Open Courses (e.g. Open Yale 
Courses, Webcast. Berkeley) 

 Textbooks 

 E-Books/Journals 

 Videos 

 Video lectures/tutorials 

 Infographics 

 Audio podcasts 

 Interactive games/simulations 

 Tests/quizzes 

 Class presentations 

 Images 

 Wikimedia Commons 

 Interactive Simulations 

 Software 

 

Financial Aid Student Count Percentage

SBVC Total 13,226 76.6%

BOG Waiver 12,953 75.0%

Grants 5,799 33.6%

Loans 34 0.2%

Scholarship 72 0.4%

Work Study 139 0.8%
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Benefits – Top Three Campus Support Services Benefiting from OER 

The majority of faculty, 76%, believe an OER resource website for faculty, staff, and students would be 

beneficial. Nearly 50% would like a stipend to research and adopt OER. Forty percent request professional 

development, including IT assistance opportunities for faculty and students.  

 

Professional Development Opportunities – Top Three  

Approximately 50% of respondents requested workshops, available both in person and online, on OER basics 

and discipline-specific access tools.  Workshops on adopting, utilizing and modifying transfer-approved 

materials would also be beneficial (41%). 

 

Faculty Interest Level in Adopting OER to Replace Current Textbooks  

There was a 60/40 split between faculty who wanted to adopt OER to replace current textbooks with those that 

did not want to use OER (see Table 1). 

 

Table 1. OER Usage 

Begin OER in 2017-18 Begin OER in 2018-19 Do not want to use OER 

43.5% 17.4% 39.1% 
 

 

Current Faculty OER Usage Within Disciplines 

Faculty were aware of OER being used exclusively in one or more classes within the following disciplines: 

o Chemistry 

o Computer Information Technology 

o Economics 

o English 

o Psychology 

o Sociology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


